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Manchester stu-
dents benefit by
being part of a
“Google Dis-
trict.”

Mandarin Chi-
nese is the most
popular lan-
guage in the
world — and is
being taught in
Manchester.
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Vision Math 2.0
and how you can
support your
child.

News from our
Community and
Family Partner-
ship office.

‘Listening Larry’
has a message
about Social
Thinking.
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K-5 Students
Immersed
In Inquiry

When people
hear about STEM and
think about what it
stands for — Science,
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics —
they might be a bit in-
timidated. And it’s true
that STEM subjects ap-
peal to some of the
smartest, most ambi-
tious, most successful
people in our schools,
and in our world.

“And that’s why
we are so determined to
educate all students in
science and engineer-
ing, from a very young
age,” said Dr. Santosha
Oliver, who oversees the
rapidly expanding
STEM education pro-
gram in Manches-
ter. “Our goal is to pro-
vide the foundational R
knowledge and skills for e p 4
those who will become
scientists, engineers, or

Danielle Brodeur (shown here) and Samantha DeSantis
are the STEM specialists at Waddell Elementart School.

Cont. on back page
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Every student at
MHS is given a
Chromebook com-

puter.

Jessica Loucks

(a Tech Integration
specialist at llling)
was recently
named one of the

top 51 Google

Apps for Education

Gurus to follow on

Twitter!

Every Manchester student in
grades 5 to |2 has daily, per-
sonal access to a lightweight
laptop called a Google
Chromebook, and students at
the high school are even able
to take theirs home every
night to help them with their
schoolwork. In addition, stu-
dents have school-issued
Google accounts which pro-
vide access to an entire suite
of computer apps. The most
popular might be Google Drive
which allows students and
teachers to create and share
files -- and even collaborate in
real time!
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Last fall, MHS hosted the first
annual Google Summit based in
Connecticut that attracted
experts from throughout the
country as well as hundreds of
local educators interested in
the many benefits that come
with investing in technology.
This year’s summit was held
the weekend of Sept. 26-27
with a new theme, Moonshot
Thinking, which encouraged
innovative and creative use of
Google tools to help students
think, learn and do.
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Manchester A Model Google District \

Among the rising stars in this
national field is our own Jessica
Loucks, a Tech Integration
Specialist at llling Middle
School. If you'd like to follow
Ms. Loucks — who was re-
cently named one of the top
51 Google Apps for Education
Gurus to follow on twitter —
yoU'll find her @jlenore24.
Follow us @mpspride to see
where “Moonshot Thinking”
takes students throughout the

year!

Mandarin Instruction Begins

For the first time starting this
fall, llling seventh-graders
spend time in both exploratory
Spanish and intro to Mandarin
classes. Those students can
then elect to take Spanish or
Mandarin the following year in
eighth grade. That’s teacher
Na (Anna) Qin in her class-
room adjacent to the media
center at llling. We also are
offering Mandarin instruction

It’s Here ...

We are excited to announce
our adoption of the enVision
Math 2.0 program by Pearson
Education in grades K-6! The
enVision Math 2.0 program is a
resource used to teach our
Manchester math curriculum.
It includes online access that is
safe and appropriate for stu-
dents. It offers helpful tools for
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at the high school for the first

time this year, with two sections
of Intro to Chinese being taught

by Jing Cheng. “We hope that
this new partnership with the

Confucius Institute will grow and

that we will be able to offer

Chinese for years to come,” said

Rosemary Stoner, the world
language department head at
MHS.

enVision Math 2.0

online student work and helps
support teachers so they have
flexibility with their planning.
We encourage you to support
your child using the enVision
Math 2.0 program while at
home. Please be on the look
out for letters sent home by
your teacher. These letters
have helpful tips that can help

your child as they work at
home. If you have a home
computer or tablet with inter-
net access, you can use your
student's personal login and
password to access the re-
sources we utilize in the class-
room. Contact your school if
you have any questions about
this exciting new program!
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Big Crowd at Back-to-School Barbecue
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Approximately 600 people from
across Manchester turned out on
Thursday, Aug. 27, for a community
back-to-school barbecue at the
Squire Village apartment complex
co-sponsored by school district and

town agen-
School officials cies.
Latasha Y )
It was affirm-

Turnquest and

Scott Ratchford,
and Capt. Wil- munity we
liam Darby of the have," said

Manchester PD.  Scott Ratch-
ford, director

ing of what a
strong com-

of the school
district’s Community and Family
Partnership office -- which orga-
nized the event along with the
town's Office of Neighborhoods
and Families.

The police department also had a
hand in sponsoring the event. And
the police, who had been hosting
smaller community events at Squire
Village on Thursday nights all sum-
mer, distributed more than 200
backpacks filled with school sup-
plies to children who arrived early.

Ratchford said the cookout was
designed "to show our children and
families the strength that is possible
when the community we call home
works together."

Lessons From “Listening Larry

During the first week of the school
year, all of the district’s kindergar-
teners and first grade students
were introduced to “Whole Body
Listening Larry” — a character in a
popular book that is part of our
new Social Thinking curriculum.
The message of this book is that to
be a good listener means you have
to use your eyes, ears, heart, brain
and more! Social Thinking is de-
signed to help students acquire the

Attendance Remains A Top

September was “Attendance
Awareness” month in Manchester
and school officials say they will
continue to emphasize the im-
portance of regular school attend-
ance throughout the year.

basic skills of working and thinking
in a group — skills that are some-
times overlooked or taken for
granted but are essential for even
some of the brightest, most ad-
vanced students in our schools.
Look for more updates on this
exciting work throughout the year.

“A student who misses just two
days each month — whether these
are excused or unexcused — will
miss 20 days in a year and be con-
sidered chronically absent,” said
Superintendent Matt Geary.

Priority

“Missing that much school often
negatively affects a student’s aca-

demic performance.”

He urged parents to please let
school staff know if there are issues
we can help address.
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The cookout
was designed
"to show our
children and
families the
strength that is
possible when
the community
we call home

works together."
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STEM Exposure Benefits Young Students

Continued From Front Page

technologists. This foundation will prepare students to observe, explore, ask Wanchester ¢
questions and think critically, allowing our elementary students to compete for

jobs that have yet to be created.”
Manchester schools are heavily invested in STEM, and for this school

year we have hired two STEM specialists for each of its nine elementary
schools. Each elementary school in town has one STEM specialist assigned to
students in K-2, the other in grades 3-5.

Superintendent Matt Geary said that giving students steady exposure
to STEM instruction starting in kindergarten is essential if the district is to
achieve its goal of ensuring that every student leaves our school system as a
lifelong learner and contributing member of society.

“By giving our students the tools they

Specialists

Bowers
Laura Becker
William McDougal

‘By gl ving our need to succeed in STEM, we are giving them Sarah Pa trylaiuci‘l
h Is th ful i

students the ‘{ifee t’oglsi\‘fef}s/arilg.ed to be successful in Chanel Curtin

tools they need Samantha DeSantis, who works at Sheryl Delissli-lc: hiand

to succeed in Waddell, said she learned rlght‘ away that some Elizabeth Klemonski
of her students had preconceptions about

STEM, we are STEM. . Keeney

gl Ving them the “They thought that scientists are simp- ‘&%?;SSOGIZE);HO

ly smarter than most people,” DeSantis said. _

tools th eyn eed “Now, however, they are beginning to question M

to be successful |and wonder and see that that is all it takes to Amandg Parggis

in life.’ be “scientists. - o g Nlemalggbertson
: John Niemann, who is at Martin, is ) ——————m

likewise excited about the way students are Lau.rle Cardiiy

responding. As a sort of introductory lesson, he Alejandra Munoz

had students conduct an experiment -- observing and collecting data as salt Cvnthia W vd_Lr lanck
and sugar interacted with ice. CY“ 1a i ooas
“Teaching students to be lifelong learners and using the scientific olicel eaCVOVr;ddell

method and/or engineering process will have much greater benefits than just ;
the science content they learn,” Niemann said. “It's the blend of logical think- Danielle Brogsty '
ing and creativity that will enable them to learn new content more easily.” Samantha DeSar]tls
Oliver said teachers throughout the district are working together, and : Mgto—n
that expansion of the STEM program is part of an integrated approach to sup- Mfehssa Knight
port all students in all disciplines. Mila Zadrozny
For example, she said that other teachers — in core classes as well as
those in non-core subjects like music and art — are consciously using vocabu-
lary and questioning strategies that are consistent with the STEM approach.
“We want students to solve problems, to make connections, and to
develop healthy habits that they turn to when they face challenges,” Oliver
said. “Students with that kind of foundation can push themselves and do www.MPSPride.org
amazing things.”

Please visit www.MPSPride.org fo
more information and insights fro
our STEM team!




